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Record number of graduates
A record 474 students were awarded their academic degrees at a festive ceremony on
June 23, 2014 held at Safra Square at Jerusalem’s City Hall. Recipients included master degree
students who completed their studies in the departments of Vision Science and Optometry,
Communication Disorders, and Computer Science.
Students were addressed by Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat, College Chair David Brodet, and
President Prof. Bertold Fridlender. Entertainment was provided by the College’s newly formed
student choir.
Nearly 1,800 people attended the graduation ceremony including members of the College’s Board
of Trustees from Israel and abroad and family and friends of the graduates.

Visit by President of
Israel Reuven Rivlin
Prior to his election as President of Israel,
M.K. Reuven Rivlin visited the College and
addressed a standing room only student
audience on the topic, “Democracy and
the Struggle against Delegitimization”. The
seminar was held within the framework
of the College’s Department of Politics
and Communication. Mr. Rivlin formally
announced his candidacy for President during
the course of the event.
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An interview with Prof. Philip Fine
“Hadassah College has become
a center of optometry learning
on a par with international
standards. I feel very proud to
be part of this”.
Prof. Philip Fine was educated
at England’s Manchester
University in the School of
Optometry. He moved to Israel
in December 1983 in his middle
twenties, married with two
babies. Immediately following
his “aliyah”, Mr. Fine opened an optometry practice
in Raanana, close to the immigrant absorption center
where his young family then lived.
In April 2014, Philip Fine was confirmed as an “Associate
Professor of the Practice” by the Israel Council for
Higher Education.
How did you become involved with the College?
“When the College founded the Optometry department
about twenty years ago I was asked to establish the
contact lens department which I have to say I did with
the tremendous enthusiasm that youth gives to new
challenges. The contact lens department now has seven
members who both lecture students as well as staff the
laboratories and our public clinics.
When our Masters’ degree program (M.Optom) started
five years ago, contact lens studies became a very
significant and popular section of the program. I teach
an advanced contact lens studies course. In addition, we
have specialty contact lens clinics in which the masters’
students acquire wide experience and develop expertise
in handling very difficult cases. We recently opened a
satellite contact lens clinic within St John Eye Hospital
in east Jerusalem which is the biggest hospital in the
country which serves the Arab community. Part of the
masters course includes research and development
projects for the students in conjunction with Israel’s
contact lens industry.
We are constantly publishing new papers in journals and
our graduates and students lecture and provide posters
at local and international forums publicizing our work”.

What are your personal areas of research interest?
“My particular field of interest is helping patients
with problems with pathologically distorted corneas
through specialist contact lenses. We have developed
new products in this field in conjunction with the
Israeli contact lens industry and clinical evaluations
are done under my supervision within our master’s
degree program. I get no greater pleasure than seeing
a patient who has come to our clinic with very poor
vision, achieving excellent vision which can often be a life
changing experience. I am fortunate to have witnessed
this very many times within our clinics and the thrill for
me today remains as strong as ever”.
Can you tell us about your recent work with patients who
suffer from albinism?
“One afternoon in the clinics a young Albino girl came
to see us with her mother and grandfather on the basis
of a recommendation from an optometrist who heard
a lecture of mine at a conference in Tel Aviv. I said I will
try and help her but with no promises. I fit her with
specialist cosmetic contact lenses with very dramatic
results. The vision improved by about 50%. In addition,
the erratic eye movements which accompany albinism
almost stopped and the young girl could go out in the
sun which was previously impossible. This reached the
media and before I knew it the Hadassah Optometry
switch-board was overwhelmed with callers -about
forty in the first hour following publication and this
has continued till now. I had to more than double the
appointment schedule in the contact lens clinics in order
to cope with the demand. Although we cannot promise
success we have seen many life-changing situations
and I have received some very emotional letters from
patients’ families”.
What is your view of optometry today?
“I feel that optometry is changing dramatically with
purchases via the internet and a radical increase in
consumerism. My feeling is that we have to become
specialists, highlight our professionalism and offer our
patients advanced techniques and specialty treatments.
The modern optometrist has to be constantly updating
his/her skills and knowledge in order to provide state
of the art eye-care. We have recognized this at our
department and we offer our students the means to
become experts in certain optometry fields.
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Authority for Research and
Development

Optometry faculty elected to
international Academies

The College has created an Authority for R&D to
encourage faculty members to pursue original research
in their respective disciplines. Chaired by Prof. Michael
Berman of the College’s School of Computer Science,
the Authority seeks to collaborate with both Israeli
and international research institutions and relevant
industries.
A first major achievement is the College’s securing of
a one million euro competitive grant to lead an EU
initiative in the area of Lifelong Learning. Hadassah
Academic College is leading a consortium of sixteen
institutes in this innovative project including seven
in Israel and nine throughout Europe. The European
partners include the University of Dublin (Ireland),
Paris Lodron University of Salzburg (Austria), and the
Polytechnic Institute of Santarem (Portugal).
The new Authority is also pursuing collaboration with
local industry.

Dr. Ariela Gordon-Shaag, Chair of the College’s
Department of Optometry was accepted to the
American Academy of Optometry at the start of
the academic year. The Academy qualifies scientists,
educators, librarians, administrators, and editors who
have distinguished themselves and optometry by their
contributions to optometry or vision science. Dr.
Gordon-Shaag is an internationally respected researcher
in the study of Keratoconus, a disease of the cornea that
can lead to blindness.

HAC hosts Northeastern
University summer program

In July 2014, fifteen students from Northeastern
University in Boston participated in a two-week summer
study program at the College led by Prof. Lori Lefkovitz,
Director of the University’s Jewish Studies Program and
Humanities Center. Entitled, “Dialogue of Civilizations
– Contemporary Israel and its Complexities”, the
program included lectures by faculty from the College’s
Department of Politics and Communication as well
as study tours around Jerusalem and throughout the
country. This is the second year in which the College has
hosted this prestigious faculty-led mission.

Faculty member Dr. Einat Shneor was inducted to the
European Academy of Optometry and Optics in
May 2014. Dr. Shneor is one of only two Israeli
academicians appointed to this association. Her election
is in recognition for her achievements in optometric
research and education and for strengthening the ties
between Israel and Europe in the field of optometry.
Dr. Shneor’s primary research interest is also in
Keratoconus.
Dr. Simon Barnard became a Fellow of the European
Academy of Optometry. Dr. Barnard is an Associate
Professor in the College’s Department of Optometry
& Visual Science and a fellow of both the American
and European Academies. He also serves as Director
of Ocular Medicine at the Institute of Optometry in
London, UK. Dr. Barnard was elected to the European
Academy for demonstrating his optometric achievements
in the field of clinical practice, research, education and
professional advancement. His primary field of research
interest is pediatric optometry and visual aspects of
learning difficulties.

Aphasia Awareness Month
Hadassah Academic College and its Adler Aphasia
Center participated in the U.S. based National Aphasia
Awareness Month in June 2014. During the course of
the academic year, students from the departments
of Communication Disorders, Photographic
Communication, and Computer Science joined together
to volunteer in a host of activities aimed to increase
public education around the language disorder and to
recognize the numerous people who are living with or
caring for people with aphasia.
The Center is the only facility of its kind in Israel serving
individuals with communication issues following a stroke.

European colleagues congratulate Drs. Barnard and Shneor (second
and third from left).
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Board of Trustees meets in
Jerusalem

Prof. Fridlender addresses
Chicago friends

The College’s Board of Trustees convened on campus on
June 23, 2014 to review activities of the past academic
year and discuss plans for the future. Participating
overseas trustees included Gary Goldberg of Toronto,
Canada, and newly elected trustee Trisha Margulies of
Chicago.

College President Prof. Bertold Fridlender addressed the
HWZOA Chicago North Shore Chapter in
April 2014. From left: Chapter President Michele Rubin,
Prof. Bertold Fridlender, Randy Heidenfelder, and
Susan Golding.
From left to right: Gary Goldberg, Trisha Margulies, Prof. Bertold
Fridlender, David Brodet, Fred Margulies

College hosts inaugural Alumni
event
Fifty graduates from the College’s Department of
Environmental Health Science attended a first-ever
alumni reunion held on campus in June 2014.

HAC hosts Optometry mission
The College hosted a first-ever mission of optometrists
from Canada and the United States in May 2014.
The 10-day program included “COPE” continuing
education lectures and seminars by faculty members and
visits to state-of-the-art optic firms in Jerusalem and
throughout the country. A second “COPE approved”
mission is now in the planning for May 2015.
For information contact: shimonar@hadassah.ac.il

Organized by the College’s newly created Alumni
Association, participants interacted with faculty and
visited their former laboratories and classrooms.
The event also included a seminar on “Future Challenges
in Environmental Science” with presentations by
scientific experts, industry and NGO leaders.
This initiative was made possible through the
generous support of The Rosalinde and Arthur
Gilbert Foundation. Additional alumni reunions
are in the planning for the forthcoming 2014-15
academic year.
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